
Before plastics and electronics were
common, most children’s toys were
made of wood, paper, or cloth! They
were often made by hand by children
themselves.  
Scoring games can enhance
mathematics lessons, and the study of
how the toys are made and what life
was like in the 1800s can complement
history studies.  

hands-on history

19TH CENTURY TOYS AND GAMES

Benton County Historical Society

Quilts contain math in the form of
patterns and puzzles, as well as art.
This presentation includes sample
quilts for handling, color pattern
games, and a sampling of quilter
tools. Students will use geometry
skills to design their own quilt block!

QUILTING AND MATH

Invite a hands-on history docent to your classroom, scout troop, or
homeschool co-op. Presentations are free for students in Benton
County, and they each last about 1 hour.
Please schedule your presentation with at least 3 weeks notice:
education@bentoncountymuseums.org

Students will gain an understanding of
traditional Kalapuya life in a seasonal
round. They will even get to taste some
traditional foods! This presentation uses
curriculum from both Grand Ronde and
Siletz tribal education.

TRADITIONAL KALAPUYA FOODS
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Hands-on history

BEAVERS: HATS TO HABITATS

Benton County Historical Society

The official state animal of Oregon is
the beaver! And what does that have
to do with top hats? Kids will learn
some fun facts about this unique
rodent, and then play beaver-related
yard games, similar to freeze-tag, but
with an educational beaver twist!

Presenter needs: Outdoor area or
gym for running around

ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE

Students get to experience a 1870 era
school day based on the Philomath
College building history. Try writing
on a slate, reading from the McGuffy
reader, and play some old-fashioned
yard games.

Students are introduced to the
history of butter making including
the science of butter and some of
the different technologies used
throughout the world. Next, kids
get a chance to churn their own
butter and taste it!
Accommodations for students
with dairy allergies can be made.

Presenter needs: Sink for
handwashing. Workshop can
happen indoors or outdoors.

MAKING BUTTER!
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